NOTES ON THE GENUS DELOSPERMA 
(MESEMBRIEAE) 


M. LAVIs ; 


The first species of this genus was Aiton’s very distinct M. echinatum 
published in 1789 and figured by Redouté in de Candolle’s Plantes Grasses. 

In the early part of the nineteenth century this was followed by Haworth’s 
M. crassuloides, M. incomptum, M. testaceum and M. subincanum; Salm 
Dyck’s M. ecklonis and M. asperulum; Ecklon and Zeyher’s M. lehmannii; and 
from 1872—1898 Regel’s M. abyssinicum and Hooker’s handsome pair, 
M. sutherlandii and M. cooperi, were followed by Schlechter’s M. nubigenum. 

In the twentieth century N. E. Brown’s M. mahonii, Kensit’s M. litorale, 
Berger’s M. brunnthaleri and M. cronemeyerianum, Engler’s M. nakurense and 
M. oehleri were added. 

These constituted Delosperma N.E.Br., which was published in a key to 
the genera in 1925, and which was, therefore, incompletely described. The 
following description is derived from copious living material and many excellent 
drawings:—Plants perennial caespitose, compact, or loosely branched, erect 
or primary branches ascending, decumbent or rarely creeping, herbaceous or 
frutescent, “up to five feet in height”, or with annual shoots from the sub- 
tuberous or woody rootstock; leaves terete, subterete and semiterete, or flat 
(linear, lanceolate, oblong-lanceolate, ovate-lanceolate, broadly ovate), rarely 
laterally compressed or acutely keeled; herbaceous parts glabrous or softly 
pubescent or rarely velvety, the papillae (except in D. echinatum, D. longipes 
and a few others) usually inconspicuous; flowers solitary or laxly cymose, 
diurnal, 2—7 cm. diam., peduncles 1—5 cm. long; receptacle obconic, semi- 
globose or rarely subclavate; sepals 5, or rarely 4 or 6; petals usually pluri- 
seriate, obtuse or subacute, white, pale rose, purple-rose, rose-purple, yellow 
or rarely copper or reddish copper, or very rarely changing from red to bronze; 
staminodes nearly always present, appressed to the collected stamens, the 
innermost filaments papillate; nectary-glands very variable—distant, approxi- 
mate, or rarely continuous; ovary concave or deeply concave or more or less 
elevated and lobed; stigmas 5 or rarely 4—6, usually subulate or slender, 
tapering to the apex or caudate; loculi of the capsule completely open or 
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narrowly winged, the seeds fully exposed throughout. 

The genus is very sparsely represented in the west. D. asperulum occurs 
in the Cape Peninsula and northwards in the south-western districts, D. crassum 
in Vanrhynsdorp, D. hallii and D. pergamentaceum in Namaqualand, and 
D. ausense and D. klinghardtianum in South West Africa. But the species 
gradually increase eastwards, reaching 54 in the Alexandria and Albany 
Divisions, and 94 between Port Elizabeth and the Lebombo Flats, and occur 
in all the floral regions of South Africa. Extending to Rhodesia are D. mahonii, 
D. steytlerae and D. cooperi, to Kenya, D. oehleri and D. nakurense and to 
Abyssinia, D. abyssinicum. The habitats range from the seashore to the summit 
of Mont aux Sources. 

Delosperma now includes 140 species of which a large number may be 
divided into several more or less definite groups.—1. ANGUSTIFOLIA containing 
the species with the terete or subterete leaves. 2. PLANIFOLIA, the flat-leaved 
ones, subdivided into the glabrous and pubescent species. 3. CYMOSA, sub- 
divided into the frutescent and the northern herbaceous species. 4. CARINATA 
(Corpuscularia and Schonlandia). 5. COMPRESSILATERA. 


